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Better than E-mail
E-mail moves almost instantaneously from one part of the world to
another. One person can send a message to an entire list of persons
all at the same time. Many of us, even in different parts of the world
can independently send messages to one address, and all receive
immediate replies - if automation is used. And yet, as individuals, we
can only view and respond to one message at a time, no matter how
fast our computers can operate, and no matter how broad the
capacities of our e-mail servers.
We have our limitations, even aside from the use of electronic means.
Though we can communicate with groups of individuals all at the same
time, as when family members or friends are gathered around a table
or teachers or leaders engage a group of people, none of us can give
complete attention to one person while we talk about a private
concern, and at the same time talk to someone else about the latest
news reports.
As individuals, or in groups gathered for worship, we rightly take for
granted the possibility of relating directly and personally with God at
any time of the day or night, wherever we might be. If we consider
what else God is doing besides being present to us in our particular
circumstances of thoughts, words, feelings, actions, and beliefs, we
might experience a sense of wonder or awe. While we are with God in
our time and place, a vast number of other people are simultaneously
present to God, each one involved in his or her deeply personal
communication. We can remind ourselves that “God is everywhere” to
help us think about the scarcely imaginable truth of God relating
personally and intimately with people everywhere all at the same time.
If we are willing to expand our consideration of what is already mindshaking for us, we can take into account God in Jesus Christ. Before
his death on the cross, Jesus related with a limited number of people,
according to the bounds of human limitations as we experience them.
This same historical person who died but is risen, relates with
uncounted numbers of people all at the same time, some in groups
and some in unique individual communications, each in his or her own
language or mode of interaction. In his glorified body, Jesus relates
with each one of us according to our understanding, experience, and
trust; according to the exercise of our gifts of faith, hope, and love.
Jesus can be opening the Scripture to one person, touching another
with a very gentle first personal experience, revealing a deep sense of
understanding to another, and abiding with still another in the midst of

pain or suffering. We cannot measure or comprehend the difference
between Jesus before he rose from the dead, and afterwards. In his
eternal now, Jesus does not have to juggle appointments, or avoid
“double-booking” with two different people – or with two million.
The ability to communicate with many people simultaneously is not
restricted to the risen Christ. From our experiences and those of
contemporaries, and as attested by writers old and modern, persons
who have gone before us through death now exhibit characteristics
similar to those of the risen Jesus: they engage with many of us in
unique personal relationships, all at the same time, no matter what
our location, age, or religious sophistication. With Mary the mother of
Jesus, Saints, and revered holy people, many of us have unique
personal communication without the need to “take turns.” Jesus’
promise to bring us through death to new life seems to include the gift
of becoming able to relate personally and individually with many
persons at the same time. God desires to share with us in the life
awaiting us after death a manner of loving others that corresponds to
the difference between Jesus crucified and Jesus risen.
How often have we experienced a supportive, peace-giving contact
with God or one of God’s friends who has passed through death? What
takes place within us is not the momentary satisfaction that comes
from receiving an automated email response after completing an online business transaction. When we receive a personal communication
of spirit, no matter how many other people might also be graced, it is
far, far better than e-mail.

